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PABLO PICASSO
Born as Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno María de los Remedios Cipriano de la Santísima Trinidad Ruiz y Picasso, however famously known as Pablo Picasso, was born October 25, 1881. Picasso was a Spanish painter and sculptor who in his early years acquired knowledge and training from his father Don José Ruiz Y Blasco. Once learning of his son’s talents, Ruiz decided to send him to Madrid’s Royal Academy of San Fernando at the age of sixteen. However, Picassos distaste for formal instructions caused him to quit attending classes.  
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At the age of twenty Picasso created what is considered one of his first paintings of his career, “Courtisan” painted in 1901, was considered part of his early years art work. Throughout his lifetime Picasso continued to experiment with many different styles and subjects known as “periods.” [image: image2.jpg]



Picasso’s first and most known period: “Picasso Blue Period” (1901 – 1904) consisted of monochromatic paintings, greatly consumed by shades of blue and blue-green. At this time in his life Picasso was considered one who lived in poverty and at times an outcast within society. Additionally, Picasso was also struck with a great loss, as his good friend Carlos Casagemas had taken his own life. However, these experiences allowed him to identify more within this group; resulting in, having an affect on his “Blue Period.” “The Old Guitarist;” one of Picasso’s pieces of art during this period was modeled after a blind artist in Madrid. 
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Between the years 1905-1907 was considered “Picasso Rose Period.” Paintings were more bright and happy, and were expressed by the frequent use of oranges and pinks. Picasso’s French influences and his new relationship with Fernande Olivier are believed to have been reasoning for the sudden change in style. In this period Picasso began to include a style called “Harlequins” into his art. Clowns and circus performers were frequently used. HHHHdkfjdakjkljlkj455645This particular style can be found throughout the career of Picasso. 
In 1907 Pablo Picasso created one of his famous artworks: Les Demoiselles d'Avignon (The Young Ladies of Avignon), believed to have been the start of the “African Period” (1907 – 1909). Following the painting Les Demoiselles d'Avignon, Picasso’s style was based on African art (influenced by the two figures on the right side of the painting); moreover, Picasso spent several years studying African art and culture. 
Additionally, Picasso expanded his love for art to the art of film, occasionally making appearances and often playing himself.  
Pablo Picasso easel became silent on April 8, 1973 in Mougins, France, while he and his wife Jacqueline entertained friends for dinner. Pablo Picasso’s art has been a major influence on the ongoing development in 20th century modern art. His legend lives on through the pieces of art he created and the changes he brought. His final words were "Drink to me, drink to my health, you know I can't drink any more." 
Bibliography

National Gallery of Art, Washington DC. (2011). National Gallery of Art. Retrieved August 27, 2011, from http://www.nga.gov/home.htm

Steinberg, L. (n.d.). Official Site of Pablo Picasso. Retrieved from http://www.picasso.fr/us/picasso_page_article.php: 

Wikipedia. (n.d.). Retrieved July 2011, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Old_Guitarist#References

Pablo Picasso: “Courtesan” 1901 (Steinberg)





Pablo Picasso: “The Actor” 1904 Oil Painting


(Wikipedia)








Pablo Picasso: “The Old Guitarist” 1903


(Wikipedia)








Pablo Picasso: “Les Demoiselles d’Avignon” 1907


(Wikipedia)











