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Deviance
By definition, deviance is described as the violation of roles or norms. Deviance applies differently within societies and cultures; what is believed to be deviant within one culture or society may be acceptable in others. As a citizen in my society and a member of my family, I am aware of the inner and outer controls that have been distilled into my values and the differential association I have learned from my environment.  I find it somewhat difficult to comprehend how someone who grew up in the same family and culture as me would direct their life on a path of such deviant behavior.
Upon observing the deviant behavior of my brother over the years, the pattern became more frequent and deleterious. Eventually labels were established for him and he became inviting of acting on them. “Druggy,” “thief,” “alcoholic,” “bum,” and “crazy” were a few words used to label the secondary deviant behavior. The labels he was given embraced his behavior in acting in such a way; not wanting to contradict the labelers. Eventually his deviant path lead him to a life of retreatism; living his life his own way and dismissing the “normal” way of life by accepting cultural goals and the institutionalized means of achieving them. 
Embracing the deviant labels he was given by society and himself he soon found a way to neutralize the deflection of society’s norms. Conveying that society “had it all wrong” was his way of believing that people were judging him. He believed he was living the life that everyone envied; a stress free, fun time filled with freedom and new experiences. However, the reality of the situation is that society saw him as a “drunken bum.”
An individual can be labeled deviant for as little of a reason as driving over the speed limit or as extensive as committing a violent crime. However deviance is distinguished by the reaction of the act, rather than the act itself. As individuals we construct our own personalities and beliefs whether or not we come from the same culture; as did my brother and I.
