Interview Project – Part 1


SHEENA CHRISTISON
Interview Project: Part 1 
Communication 1010
11/13/2011
Background Information

My Interviewee:

I will be interviewing Attica Schmidt. She works at the Utah State Prison in Draper, Utah as a substance abuse counselor. Attica’s degrees consist of: Masters in Mental Health Counseling (MMHC), BS in Psychology, BS in Family Consumer Studies, and a Minor in Spanish. The interview will take place at Attica’s home (West Jordan, UT) upon her request on November 17, 2011. I chose Attica because I have been intrigued by her profession since the day I learned she worked at the prison as a counselor. I do not know Attica on a personal level; however I have known ‘of’ her because she is the mother of my younger sister’s friend.

I have prepared an outline of my interview that included open and closed questions. Prior to the interview I plan on emailing her a copy so she can be better prepared of the questions that I will be asking. It is my goal to maintain a comfortable atmosphere by staying engaged in our discussion and not worrying about taking notes during the interview. For that reason, I will ask Attica if it will be okay if I record our conversation for future reference.

Career Research: 
For as long as I can remember, human behavior and mental health has always interested me. As a high school student I enjoyed taking psychology and sociology classes. As a college student my interest grew and I began taking more in depth courses pertaining to mental health, ultimately helping me make the decision to direct my education into the psychology field with an emphasis in License Substance Abuse Counselor (LSAC). In reference to my interview with Attica it is safe to say that my research began ten years ago. I look forward to interviewing Attica so I can obtain an insiders view on a career that I ultimately hope to be in. 

Psychology is a field that fits me well. I find the human brain to be intriguing, and the variations of personalities and habits within each self to be interestingly complex. I enjoy looking deeper within the mind and dissecting the make of ones self and also finding reasoning of what makes us who we are as individuals.

   
The Occupational Outlook Handbook (OOH) was a helpful reference, which allowed me to gain further information on degree requirements and certifications. A bachelor’s degree is a good starting point, and career opportunities are available. However, the OOH clearly identifies the average salary in the field of psychology based on the level of education, and I was surprised to see the extreme differences. 
Interview Schedule


Opening:

………………………….. I'll be writing just a few notes, but you can keep talking while I write. I don't want to interrupt, but I want to have some notes to jog my memory. This shouldn’t take longer than a half hour.  Are you ready to start?

Body:
 

Topic 1:  Getting Started 

First, I’d like to find out how you got started in this field. 

1. Why did you choose a career in the field of Psychology? (Primary, Open)

· What drove you to this field? (Secondary, Open)
· What credentials/degree(s) do you have?

· Would you say that you made a good choice? (Secondary, Open)
2.   How did you get started? (Primary, Open) 

· Would you start in this way if you could do it over again? (Secondary, Closed)
3. What educational path would you recommend? (Primary, Open) 

· How much time did it take to get the training you needed? (Secondary, Closed)

· How much did it cost? (Secondary, Closed)
4.  What other elements are required beyond schooling to become a successful in your field? (Primary, Open) 

· What other fields could you transition into without additional schooling? (Secondary, Closed)
 

 5. What types of knowledge or skills would I need to gain before I become a nurse? (Primary, Open) 

· What resources have you used to develop these skills? (Secondary, Open)
6.  Do you feel that you received everything you needed in your education? (Primary, Open) 

· Have you progressively become a better experience? (Secondary, Closed -- but could become Open) 

· What elements have contributed most to your success? (Secondary, Closed)

Topic 2:  A Typical Day

Now that I know how you got started, I’d like to hear what your current job is like.
· Can you tell me about how a typical day plays out in your workplace? (Primary, Open)
· What tasks are the most difficult? (Secondary, Closed)
· Which are the least demanding? (Secondary, Closed) 
2. What do you like most about your job? (Primary, Open)
· What would you say you like least about your job? (Secondary, Open)
3. Can you tell me about your schedule? (Primary, Open) 
· How accommodating is your schedule to your personal life? (Secondary, Open)
·  Are you allowed to take vacation time or days off when you choose? (Secondary)
4. I'm interested in how this career might interact with my family life. Do you mind if I ask whether you any children? (Primary, Bipolar)

If yes: 
· If your children become really sick on a morning when you were scheduled to work, what could you do? (Secondary, Open) 

· How does your work life affect your children? (Secondary, Open) 

· How do you see that changing in the next five years as they grow older? (Secondary,Bipolar) 

5.   All things considered, would you recommend your career? (Primary, Bipolar) 

Topic 3:  Continuing Education


My next questions are about continuing education.
1. Is continuing education required or recommended? (Primary, Closed)

· Tell me about the education are you currently involved in, if any? (Secondary, Open)

· What education would you recommend beyond what's required? (Secondary, Closed)
2.  What continuing education is encouraged by your employer? (Primary, Open)

· What programs does your employer involve your office in? (Secondary, Open)

· Which educational resource have you found most practical and valuable? (Secondary, Open)
3.  What role do you play in keeping updated in the field of Psychology? (Primary, Open)

4.  Are there any other learning strategies you use to help you make better decisions? (Primary, Bipolar -- but it might turn   into an open question)

 

Clearinghouse question: The interviewee's turn 
1.  Are there subjects we haven’t discussed that you think I need to be aware of? (Primary, Open

 Closing
 …………………………. Finally, if you remember, in the email I mentioned an evaluation form I needed you to fill out in order for me to get credit. Please be completely honest because your evaluation, whether good or bad, won't affect my grade. But I won't get a grade until my professor receives it. So if you don't mind, could you please email this to me or my professor some time in the next two days? Thank you.
Professor Hackett

Email: whackett@mymail.slcc.edu
Phone: 801-964-6869


 

 

