


I found the Chapter on "Land Ethics" to be very informative and true to fact.  How conservation is a state of harmony between men and land. We continue to slip two steps backward for each forward stride.  Despite nearly a century of propaganda conservation still proceeds.  The answer that we have come up with is more conservation education.  We all agree to this; however, are we certain that only the volume of education needs stepping up, or in fact the content is lacking as well?  We cannot keep going on as we are, using what we need of the land and all it gives us without giving something back. We assume the obligation of what is our property and know the government will take care of the rest.  But do they?
Balance of nature.  This is so better explained like this, the Pyramid is the symbol of land.  Plants absorb energy from the sun.  This energy flows through a circuit, representing layers.  The bottom layer is the soil.  A plant layer rests on the soil, and insect layer on the plants, a bird and rodent layer on the insects and so on up.  Land then is a fountain of energy flowing through a circuit of soils through plants and animals. Therefore, the conservation and caring for our land must start now.


When it originates to the technical aspect of our conservation biology, my knowledge is limited. Contrary to my scientific knowledge, my personal connection is more easily definable. I appreciate nature and embrace its possibilities every chance I can. My philosophy towards our environment comprises of equality, purpose and respect:
Equality. All organisms have an equal contribution to our environment, and together uphold valuable influences on our land. Each shall be recognized for its own individual contribution.
Purpose. Whether the size of organisms on earth are as small as fungus, micro-organism, or as large as plant or animal, it is important to understand that all life has a purpose on earth and combined is a strong representation of our life system.
Respect. Our respect for the land and its fruitage it bestows upon us is too important to overlook. The trajectories we leave by our existence is not to be taken carelessly. We must leave our future generations with a robust environment in order to further our evolutionary existence for all organisms. 
To summarize my personal philosophy in reference to conservation biology, I state with confidence that all organisms including (but not limited too) plants, animals, human, fungus, bacterium, and entity all partake a valuable purpose to our environment. 
Conservatively, it is in my opinion that Leopold’s outlook on land-relation is different from that of today. As inhabitants on Earth we are more educated and aware of our obligations and actions in how they impact the land; however, in regards to the 70 years since Leopold’s inquisitions, progress seems minimal.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The nonhuman portions of our community as Leopold stated; “The land is not merely soil; it is a fountain of energy flowing through a circuit of soils, plants, and animals” (Aldo, 1949), deserves the respect of all life that inhabits it. If we stop and think about all the land gives to us, it is remarkable, and all it asks in return is to take care of it for the future to come. Individually we can do our part to help maintain the land; plant a tree, tend your lawn and gardens and most importantly, do not litter.  
Leopold’s aim for the integrity of the biotic community was for all mankind to uphold the continuation of integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community. At the same time maintaining a balance with each individual member.
To appreciate the beauty that surround us we must have some sense of admiration for its value in order to have an ethical relationship with it. When considering the ethics we must uphold a duty for the land including the love and respect for the land around us.  
Personally, my involvement in land ethics is primarily from self-interest. I admire the beauty that surrounds us, particularly mid-spring when the land starts to show its colors and animals awake from a long winter. I look forward each year in beautifying my gardens with fresh soil, flowers, and vegetables.  
My first inquiring of The Land Ethic reading I remained ambiguous on what to presume; with that in mind I began my understanding with an open mind. My interest increased for the reason that Leopold’s passion shown through his words, and I was instantly captured. Considering my limit of the science behind land ethics I was pleasantly surprised by the new approach that I had gained from Leopold’s desire for the world at which we all inhabit. 
All things considered I walk away with a new found respect, for the beauty that surrounds us and Leopold, who believed wholeheartedly in the soil he walked upon, the air he breathed and all the living organisms that surrounded him.  
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